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Background: Eastern Australia is faced with serious fruit fly problems. These have been exacerbated by the spread of Queensland fruit fly (Bactrocera tryoni, Froggatt) into regions previously considered marginal, consequent reductions in Government funded fruit fly mitigation programs and by restrictions on the use of traditional pre- and post-harvest fruit fly pesticides such as dimethoate and fenthion. Pest fruit flies are not evenly spread over Australia. There are regions with endemic populations, some with established populations some of which could feasibly be designated as areas of low pest prevalence and yet other regions are completely free of pest fruit flies. All regions within Australia, regardless of fruit fly status, are, however, impacted by fruit flies whether they need to control existing populations or they need to take steps to maintain area freedom status. Fruit flies are, therefore, a national problem. 
Methods: Australian fruit fly researchers, policy makers and representatives of horticultural industries and regional councils are pulling together available knowledge on fruit fly behaviour and ecology as well the pest’s interaction with crop phenology, community awareness programs and current and historical trapping data into a national area-wide management (AWM) program for pest fruit flies. In fact, all information on fruit flies is being studied and sorted with gaps in this knowledge also being identified and filled if possible. Additionally, information and advice from both successful and unsuccessful AWM programs from Australia and overseas are being sought and assessed.
Results: Drawing on the successes as well as the difficulties faced by several existing AWM programs around Australia new regionally based programs have been set up or are in the process of being set up in areas where populations of Queensland fruit flies have established recently. This has been the result of the three levels of Government (Federal, State and Local), researchers, horticultural industries, providers of horticultural goods and services and regional communities working together and co-investing.
Conclusions: There are several successful and, it seems, sustainable AWM programs against pest fruit flies set up in Australia. While there are differences in approaches between each system there are commonalities. It should be possible to set up a national fruit fly AWM program that could be used to establish management systems in any part of Australia where fruit flies are of concern.
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